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Order Restored

A sunterrace and
lily-pool that would
have pleased
Lutyens himself

“Our house has a well

documented history dating

back to 1666 when it was
probably an ecclesiastic courthouse,
says Karen adding “and that’s part
of the problem. Each of the many
owners has added their own ideas
so that the two-acre garden has
become a bit of a hodgepodge.
So, when my husband and I were
looking for a designer, we wanted
someone who would impose a
uniform style on the garden yet
retain the fundamental character
of this Grade Two listed property””
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The designer that best fitted their
bill was Duncan Heather who is
both a leading practitioner and the
Principal of the Oxford College of
Garden Design. Karen again:
“Duncan talked about “The Principle
of Thirds’: how a garden should
have a formal structure in the first
third nearest the house, getting
progressively more natural as one
moves away from the building. This
fitted in with our vision for our
property. We wanted to have a
formal flower garden to link the
house to its environment. We also

needed an activity area to include a
hard tennis court and we wanted to
restore the Victorian walled kitchen
garden. The final third completes

the journey from formal to informal.

By re-routing of the rear driveway
we now have a large area of grass,
bulbs and mature trees where my
sons can play”

Says Heather, “Over the years
the soil level had built up around
the end of the house, breaching the
damp proof course by as much as a
metre in places. The garden lacked
structure and if it had any style, you

would have called it ‘cottagey’ which
was inappropriate for an Oxfordshire
manor house”” Instead, the owners
and designer decided that an Arts
and Crafts style would best suit the
predominantly Georgian house.
They spent a considerable time
browsing pictures of gardens by
Lutyens and other exponents,
getting ideas that could be adapted
to the site. Says Heather, “Attention
to detail defined the Arts and Crafts
Movement and I wanted to reflect
the same high standards in this
project. For instance, the coping on

the walls was laid flush with the
walling stone and, rather than
having a traditional tooled edge
to the York stone, the crisper, sawn
edge gives a contemporary feel.
However, to keep the shadow line
afforded by an overhanging coping,
I recessed the first row of pointing”
Heather has also been skilful in
his use of perspective with regard
to the design of the pathways. By
making them almost imperceptibly
narrower as they lead away from the
house, one has the impression that
the property is larger than it is.

Top:

The new structure
befits the Georgian
architecture of the
house

Bottom left:
Nepeta, Alchemilla
mollis and purple
Salvias provide
prolonged colour
from early summer

Bottom right:

This Arts and Crafts
garden provided the
designer with
inspiration
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However, even a designer with
over 30 years experience still has
lessons to learn. “When we
converted the old, ailing rose garden
to a formal water feature, we initially
left the new pool unfilled. This
allowed efflorescence to build up on
the bricks. When the pool was then
filled, the salts dissolved into the
water making it strongly alkaline
and unable to support plant life.
The lesson is if you build a pool,
fill it quick! ” However the result is
a superb tiered sun terrace around
a lily-pond that would have pleased



even the likes of Edwin Lutyens
himself.

While the hard landscape harks
back to the Arts and Craft era, the
planting is contemporary with
blocks of perennials for early to mid
summer colour and grasses to add
movement and winter interest.
“The perennials were supplied in
9cm pots and after one season’s
growth, they fill the borders. Really,
there is no need to spend on larger
unit sizes if you prepare the soil
correctly” says Heather.

Eighteen months on from the
start of the project and building is
in full swing on phase two. This
includes re-siting the driveway so
that instead of bisecting the plot it
now follows the perimeter, leaving
a much larger area for landscaping.
The old grass tennis court his being
replaced by a hard court. Says
Karen, “I must admit that I would
never have called myself a gardener
18 months ago. Now I'm hooked.
But we still need to keep
maintenance down to a minimum.
So retaining the grass court was not
an option.”

In contrast to the early summer
pastels in the borders around the

house, the planting in phase two This Grade 2
will be dominated by the reds and home is believed
to have been an
yellows of late summer and autumn. ecclesiastic court
Cotinus coggygria, Echinacea, house.

Eupatorium, Heuchera and
Helenium will be the key plants
here.

The final phase will see the old
walled vegetable garden restored to
productivity. A sales billet from 1912
mentions a heated Vinery, Forcing
Pit and Orchard. “I think we will
content ourselves with a Victorian
style, lean-to greenhouse and put
the rest to fruit and veg” says Karen.
Even at this midpoint in the grand
plan, however, there is no doubt
that a sense of order has been
restored to the old courthouse.

Further information:

Copy by Sean Mills
sean mills+associates garden design
Tel 01453 521 421

Pictures by Duncan Heather
duncan heather & Associates
Tel 01491 628972
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